


INTRODUCTION

Hassett | Donnelly’s A Guide to Basic New Hampshire Law is designed to be a
concise reference source for issues of New Hampshire law arising in insurance defense
cases and business litigation.

The summaries provided for each of the topics covered in this material are meant
to provide a beginning point and should be utilized with other reference materials to
ensure a complete and accurate analysis with respect to a particular case. The summaries
are not meant to set forth a complete legal analysis of the topics addressed in the Guide.
Given the varying complexity of cases and the ever-changing interpretation of the law,
Hassett | Donnelly’s A Guide to Basic New Hampshire Law should not be interpreted as
definitive legal advice.

In the event that you require additional information or assistance with respect to
any issue, whether or not it is addressed in Hassett | Donnelly’s A Guide to Basic New
Hampshire Law, please feel free to contact any of our attorneys.
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*This publication, A Guide to Basic New Hampshire Law, is intended as a service to Hassett & Donnelly, P.C.’s
clients, but may be considered advertising under the rules of the State of New Hampshire. Copies of court decisions
may be obtained by calling Attorney David Hassett at (508) 791-6287.
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A. CIVIL PROCEDURE

1. State Court System. The New Hampshire Court System is divided into two (2) trial
courts: the Superior Court and Circuit Court, and one (1) appeals court: the Supreme
Court. The Superior Court is the court of general jurisdiction, and is divided into eleven
(11) judicial districts by county (one for each county, except for Hillsborough, which is
split into North and South), each with civil and criminal sessions.

The Circuit Court was established in 2011 to streamline District, Probate and Family
Court matters. The District Division has thirty-two (32) districts, representing one or
more towns, and hears primarily misdemeanor and violation level offenses, small claims,
landlord-tenant cases, stalking cases, and other civil cases. New Hampshire has ten (10)
Probate locations, one for each county. The Probate Division generally hears matters
regarding wills, trusts and estates, guardianships and involuntary commitment
proceedings, name changes, and partition of real estate. Lastly, the Family division has
twenty-eight (28) locations throughout New Hampshire’s ten (10) counties. The Family
Division hears matters relating to divorce and parenting actions, child support, domestic
violence petitions, guardianship of minors, termination of parental rights, abuse and
neglect cases, children in need of services, juvenile delinquency, and the occasional
adoption matter.

The Supreme Court is composed of a Chief Justice and four associate justices, and is
New Hampshire’s only appeals court. Timely appeals from the Superior and Circuit
courts are considered mandatory appeals. Mandatory appeals are automatically accepted
for appellate review. The Supreme Court then decides if oral arguments are necessary.

An oral argument is heard by either the entire court, or a panel of three justices. Three
judge panels, known locally as “3JX,” generally hear matters involving fewer issues
and/or where the applicable law is settled. Their decision must be unanimous. Upon
completion of a mandatory review, the Supreme Court issues either a brief order, an order
with an explanation, or a written opinion.

Diagram of the New Hampshire State Court System:
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